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Bellingteam’s Meetinghouse 


The picture on the rid i y\ 
right shows the "Ballou = 
Meetinghouse" in Cumberland 
Rhode Island, which was 
built in 1746 and burned to 
the ground in 1962. 
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Research has revealed 
that Elder Josiah Cook, 
founder and first Pastor in 
1732 of the "First Baptist 
Church of Cumberland" was 
the builder of the church 
formerly known as the "Cook 
Meetinghouse",. 


Josiah was brother to Deacon Nicholas Cook who was the first to 
sign the petition founding the "First Baptist Church in Bellingham" in 
Crimpville in 1737. 


The Ballou Meetinghouse appears to be about 25' by 20' with 19' 
posts, while the Bellingham High Street church built in 1744 was 35' 
by 30' with 19' posts. Although the Bellingham church was larger, 
the above picture gives us a convincing idea of what the church on 
High Street looked like, and that under the influence of the Cook bro- 
thers the Ballou church was an exact copy except for size. Also the 
drawing to the left, taken from a map of the 
town dated 1794, indicates the general ap- 
pearance that the surveyor noted when he made 
the map. 


The son of Deacon Nicholas Cook, Elder 
Nathaniel Cook, assisted his uncle, Elder 
Josiah Cook, in the duties of the Cumberland 
church. 


There are several families in Bellingham 
who are descendants of the Cook brothers men- 
tioned above. Their father was Walter Cook 


44 lig Za 42 who had taken up residence in Mendon and died 


there in 1696. 


Mr. Henry Ballou, President of "The Ballou Association of America" 
States that there were no two small windows alike in the church and 
that seperate measurements had to be taken of each when replacing them, 


This interior view of the "Ballou Meetinghouse" courtesy of Fran- 
cis Donovan of Medway shows how the Bellingham Baptist Church might 
have been constructed. However, according to church records, the in- 
terior of the Bellingham Church was never completed. Note the "Dea- 
cons Bench" in the further left corner and the raised pulpit with a 
large sounding board panel in the back, and the sturdy beams used in 
supporting the balcony. In the Ballou Meetinghouse there were six 
pews nearly the full length, allowing for an aisle on each side. In 
the Bellingham Church there were more pews and a larger opening for 
the balcony. . 


Elder Elnathan Wight became pastor in 1750 and stayed on until 
1761. The following, taken from the church record, shows concern for 
his family after nine years of service. 


"Bellingham, Nov. the 9th 1/59, 

The Baptist Church regularly assembled at the home of Revnd Mr. 
Elnathan Wight and voted that Mr. Wight shall have a pew the West 
side of the pulpit. Voted that the pew have two thirds of the win- 
dow and flush with the post of the pulpit stairs." 


It is fortunate that between the map of 1794 and the pictures of 
the Cumberland Church, we can get some idea of how the Bellingham 
Church looked like at the time it existed. Unfortunately, we have no 
idea of how the Congregational Church looked, as it was abandoned in 
1756 and sold in 1774 so that not even the site could be recorded on 
the 1394 map. A similar fate has left us without any knowledge of how 
the Universalist Church in South Bellingham looked, except that the 
1794 map shows a building of the same type as the Baptist Church. 
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He was seated in the se- 
cond row on the left side of the 
the theater in back of the or- 
chestra. A command view could 
be had of President Abraham 
Lincoln watching the play. The 
sound of a shot rang out above 
the actor's voice on stage. 
Captain Edwin Bedee stared as a 
man vaulted from the President's 
box onto the stage. 
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Us MI Wysix\ My ise Li ttle did Edwin Bedee, 
“7 SAW LINCOLN SHOT” Captain, l2th Regiment, New Hamp- 
by Charles E. Greenwood shire Volunteers, know when he 
The story of an obscure captain in the enlisted, August 18, 1862, in 
Union army who was both a witness to and a part Meredith, New Hampshire, that he 


of an historic tragedy ... would witness the tragic death 


of one of America's greatest 
Presidents, Abraham Lincoln, on 
the fateful day of April 14, 1865. 


When Captain Bedee saw the man drop onto the stage from the Pre- 
sident's box, his first reaction was to pursue the fleeing murderer. 
Instead, Bedee, like the rest, listened as Booth boldly uttered the 
incredible words, "Revenge for the South!" 


Sensing a catastrophe, Captain Bedee sprang from his chair, climbed 
over some rows, bolted past the orchestra and footlights and across the 
Stage in the direction Booth had disappeared. 


A scream shattered the mounting noise. "They've got him!" Bedee 
presumed the assassin was caught. Another scream, It was Mrs. Lincoln. 
"My husband is shot!" A doctor was called for. Captain Bedee reeled a- 
round and bounded across the stage towards the box. As he was scaling 
the box a man appeared and stated he was a physician. Captain Bedee 
stepped aside, pushed the doctor up to the railing and followed direct- 
ly behind. Had the Captain not given assistance to the surgeon, he 
would have been the first to reach Lincoln. The only entrance to the 
box was believed locked by Booth when he slipped in to do his foul act, 
which apparently kept anyone from hastily entering from the outside 
passageway. 


President Lincoln lay reclined in his chair, his head tilted back 
as though he were asleep. The doctor searched for the wound. Seeking 
some evidence of blood or torn clothing, the surgeon started to remove 
Lincoln's coat and unbutton his vest. Meanwhile, Captain Bedee was 
holding the President's head. Suddenly he felt a warm wetness trick- 
ling into his hand. "Here is the wound, doctor," Captain Bedee said, 
as one of his fingers slid i:into the hole in the back of Lincoln's head 
where the ball had only moments before forced an entry. 


During the removal of some of the President's clothing, papers 
fell from his pocket. Mrs. Lincoln, apparently rational in spite of 
the shock of the calamity, handed the packet to Captain Bedee remark- 
ing, "You are an officer, and won't you take charge of these papers?% 
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Captain Bedee took the papers while she removed others from her hus- 
band's inner pocket and placed them in Bedee's hand. 


By now others had gained entrance to the box through the door, 
One was a surgeon. Together the two doctors worked over the Presi- 
dent, and when Lincoln was removed to the house across the street from 
the theater, Captain Bedee helped carry the dying man. He waited at 
the house where Secretary of War Stanton was soon to arrive. Upon the 
Secretary's arrival, Captain Bedee delivered the papers to him, wri- 
ting his own name and reqiment upon the wrapper which Stanton placed 
around the documents. Secretary Stanton gave the Captain two assign- 
ments: first, to go to the War Department with a message, and second- 
ly, to contact the officer in command at Chain Bridge on matters dea- 
ling with the escaping assassin. 


When the missions were completed, Captain Bedee returned to Stan- 
ton. The Secretary thanked him for his diligence in handling the du- 
ties assigned him and also for caring for the President's papers. He 
was then told to return to his post of duty. 


The following day Captain Bedee was with his regiment. That eve- 
ning an officer brought an order for the Captain's arrest. Apparent 
misunderstanding of the connections between Bedee, Lincoln's papers, 
and the assassination had made him a suspect within the War Depart- 
ment. Captain Bedee was so distraught that he telegraphed the depart- 
ment explaining the situation. 


For two days Captain Bedee was kept under arrest. Finally his 
release came, with an explanation of the confusion. Immediately the 
Captain wrote Secretary Stanton a personal letter stating that his 
honorable record during the war years would now have a serious blemish 
if the details were not clarified. The Secretary wrote back explain- 
ing the error caused by the lower echelon in his department and gave 
proper acknowledgment to Captain Bedee for the commendable acts per- 
formed by him in the handling of Lincoln's papers. Thus the good cap- 
tain was completely exonerated from any suspicious association with 
the murder of President Lincoln. 


How did Captain Bedee happen upon this sorrowful moment of Amer- 
ican history? 


Edwin Bedee was born in Sandwich, New Hampshire, and grew up in 
the area. He was a printer by trade prior to the war. At 24 he en- 
listed and spent three months in a New York regiment but hastily re- 
turned to Meredith upon his release to join the 12th Volunteers, wan- 
ting to be with fellow New Hampshiremen. 

Mustered in as a sergeant major of the regiment, Bedee was soon 
promoted to the rank of first lieutenant. At the battle of Chancellors- 
ville he was wounded and yet assumed command of his regiment when those 
higher in command were either killed or unable to lead. 


At Chancellorsville | Bedee's ability to make decisions under the 
pressure of battle was recognized, and he was promoted to captain, A 
year later, at Cold Harbor, Virginia, Captain Bedee was severely woun- 
ded. Recovéring from his wounds, Bedee went back into action. This 
time he was captured at Bermuda Front, Virginia. He was paroled in 
February of ‘65. Shortly thereafter, Captain Bedee was selected to 
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serve on the staff of General Potter and went to Washington on special 


duty. On Friday evening, April 14, 
Theater. 


The play was: "Our American Cousin." 


the last time. 
house was sold out. 
Sident's box and its occupants. 
the antics on stage at the time, 
President. 


Captain Bedee was fortunate to obtain a seat, 


1865, he decided to attend Ford's 


It was being performed for 
for the 


In fact, his seat gave him full view of the Pre- 
Because the audience was laughing at 
few heard the shot that felled the 


A month after this tragic and involved affair, Captain Bedee was 


promoted to the rank of major. 
along with his regiment. 


When the war was Over, 


successful diamond trader. 


During his latter years, Major 
gave generously to the churches and 
Meredith. He purchased a statue in 
teers and had it placed on the lawn 


Soon he was mustered out of the army 


Major Bedee caught the speculating craze 
and was lured to the South African diamond fields. 
years he sold out, returned to Boston, 


But within a few 
and established himself as a 


Bedee, now a man of moderate wealth, 
other institutions in the town of 
honor of the 12th Regimental Volun- 
of the Meredith Public Library. 


Major Bedee died at the famous Pemigewassett House in Plymouth, 
New Hampshire, on January 13, 1908, just five days after his 7lst 
birthday. He never married. His body lies in the Meredith cemetery 
beneath a simole monument. 


Little, if any, recognition has ever been given Major Bedee in 
the many accounts written on Lincoln's death because his role was that 
of a dutiful officer acting in a crisis. Had the circumstances sur- 
rounding Lincoln's personal and official papers not been so minor in 
the wake of such a tragic event, Major Bedee might have become natio- 
nally exposed as a suspect in the plot to assassinate President Lin- 
coln. His innocence brought oblivion. 


BELLINGHAM PASTOR BECOMES IMMORTAL 


In the Biography on Lincoln called: “The War 
burg, Sandburg mentions an incident that happened 
ter of the church in the Center, on Easter Sunday April 16, 1865, that 
has now become a significant part of history. On that eventful day 
Rev. Joseph T. Massey exchanged pulpits with the Rev. Edward Messenger 
of the Baptist Church in West Medway. This was the day after our most 
honored President Lincoln had been shot. 


Years" by Carl Sand- 
to the Baptist Minis- 


Rev. Massey, being a true Southern gentleman, wanted no part of 
the Civil War because he saw how Northerners treated slaves; referred 
to as "Servants" and that the exploitation of these people was the same 
in the whole country. So with great reluctance and reserve he deigned 
not to even mention the death of Lincoln during the service and the ser- 
mon. This so angered the Medway flock that immediately after the ser- 
vice the called a church meeting and censured Rev. Massey for his negle 
They then ordered him to leave within 15 minutes whereupon he "left in- 
stanter"! 
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Sandburg got his story from the Herald in Boston that appeared on 
the streets a few days after in 1865. We now have a copy of that news- 
paper issue. 


I am sure that the sands of time raised a lot of dust that day on 
Hartford Ave in Bellingham as the Rev. Massey fled from West Medway. 
He survived that harrowing day and lived to the one of the best loved 
and honored man in Bellingham. The original school in the Center was 
named the "Massey School" in his honor in 1887. The Rv. Massey passed 
away on February 19th, 1891 in the former home of President James Mon- 
roe in Charlottsville, Virginia. 


Can anyone of 
you identify this 
picture for us. We 
have been unable to 
find out just where 
the Lawton Fishing 
Club was located. 


If anyone has 
any information on 
either the club or 
recognizes someone 
in the picture we 
would surely aps 
preciate hearing 
from you. The 
card is dated Nov. 
18, 1905 and was 
sent by a person 
with the name John 
Hayes. 


Florence (Ober) Landry writes-"I lived in No. 
Bellingham from about 1898--went to the Caryville 
School at the end of Farm St.--lived on a farm and 
there were only four houses on Farm St. then. I 
do like the history of Bellingham. I enjoy the 
Crimpville Comments very much." Mrs. Landry now 
resides in Fresno, Calif. 


From Lawton, Oklahoma, Viola M Tower writes--"Thank you so much for 
copies of the Crimpville Comments. Thanks again for memories, even my 
daughter, whom I live with, went to school in Bellingham and she has en- 
joyed them. Clara Macy was her teacher at one time. Do you remember the 
hearse that used to be in the backyard at the old White Farm (Carroll 
White) so kids could play in it, but we didn't--HA HA!" 


From Mary Walsh of Hartford Ave. "So happy to receive the inter- 
esting copies... It brings back many memories as I lived in Bellingham 
alI my life." 


